Methodology and Practice in Art
Restitution Claims

Rebecca Friedman, Senior Art Claims Specialist




Formation of the HCPO

1996: US Senator Alfonse M. D'Amato, then Chairman of the - il
Senate Banking Committee, began an inquiry into the status of F_ N
assets held by Swiss banks since their deposit in the years
preceding World War Il and the Holocaust.

1997: Neil D. Levin, then Superintendent of the NYS Banking
Department led Governor Pataki’s efforts to obtain an
accounting from Swiss Banks on dormant accounts and as
Superintendent of the NYS Insurance Department he launched
an investigation into European insurance companies and their
failure to compensate Holocaust victims and their families.

1997: Governor Pataki establishes the Holocaust Claims
Processing Office.

Swiss and American officials meet with leaders of the World
Jewish Restitution Organization, Friday, Feb. 14, 1997, in New York



https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/10/27/slavery-reparations-holocaust-restitution-negotiations-229881/

https://www.dfs.ny.gov/consumers/holocaust claims

Holocaust Claims Abﬂut thE HCPO

About the HCPO Since 1997 the Holocaust Claims Processing Offlce [HCPO) has advocated on behalf of Holocaust victims and thels heirs,
seeking the |ust and orderly refurn of assats to thedr orginal ownars. in fuifilling this mission, as of ecember 31, 2017, the HCPO

Bank Claima has faciiftated the restitution of oves 5176 millian in bank accounts, nsurance policies, and other matesial losses and (he
resodution of casés imealviosg mars than 197 warks of art

Insurances Claims = A -
b The HCPO works as & bridge betwean Claimants and the various intemational compensation crganizations and'or the current

halderfs) of the asset be it a bank account, Insurance palicy or artwork. Claimants pay no fes far ihe HCPD's services, nod does
Aurt Clairis the HCPO take a percentage of the value of the assels recovered. Ouwr goal 15 1o advocale for claimants by helping o alleviale
any cost and bureaucrslic hatdships they might encountés in irying 19 pursue claims on thelr own
Art of Recovery b o o .

We provide Institutional assistance to individuals seeking 1o recoves

- e g . MSSELS Oepos i 5.
Tarma of Al Symposium 1. Assets d prer ted In banks

2. Monies thal insurance compankes failled to pay policy beneficlarkes

Freguently Asked Quastions 3. Brtwork that swas lost, stolen, ar sold under duress betweaan 1933 and 1945

Imternational Claims Resources

HCPO Art Claims Process

HICPM Prase



https://www.dfs.ny.gov/consumers/holocaust_claims

Overview of HCPO Art Claims
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+ 202 collections

22 states and DC
14 Countries

+ Approximately 8,000 objects

+ Over 250 works restituted or subject of

settlement
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HCPQO’s Art Claims Process
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1. GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH

Establishing the Claimant’s Connection to
the Original Owner

e Search for Vital Records

o 2 | S e Estate Documents
""" = ||=-d = BFEER - = EEE T * Immigration Documents
R T R | i | e Certificates of Inheritance
BE TR )  City and State Archives

* Probate Offices

* Religious Community Offices



All results for Ernst Schweitzer
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2. ARCHIVAL RESEARCH

= > Reconstructing the Original Owner’s Asset

o B brs Bevmbgrmmcereidiitivt i " Beiarfegie Talecting *;# -
= - | Holdings

e Tirmdid ang .
S T e A Prewar Documents
Terseichnis fiber das Bermidgen von Juden * Family Photographs
ndy dem Sdond pem 27, Hpril HEES N Prewar Tax Records
; R —— s T * Bank Records
¥ Tazaben wr Terfen o .
Ny L * Property Insurance Policies

T Taty lmartider Eraarmgs o
Temrrgruiecyes mor graminh e gl

Nazi-era Files

——— : e * Asset Declarations
fageben iiper bes Temagen
s b o R o * Immigration Records

e [T » Punitive Tax Records

Postwar Records
*  Compensation Applications and Decisions
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-
3. LOCATING THE MISSING ASSETS

List works with stolen art databases
e ALR

e |lootedart.de

Publications of potentially looted art
* MNR
* NK Collection
* Nationalfonds Kunst-datenbank

e (Czech Database

) ) , * Treasures Untraced
Portrait of a Lady (Portrait of Therese Karl), Fritz von

Uhde + Sacco di Budapest
- Sold under duress in 1937 by the Hannover collector

Gustav Rudenberg the Stadel Museum, Frankfurt
- Restituted to the Ridenberg heirs in 2023
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Provenance Research

* catalogue raisonné

* monographs

- exhibition catalogues

- dealer, gallery and museum
archives
* auction and sales catalogues

* image archives

+ artists records




4. RESTITUTION: SUBMISSION AND RESOLUTION OF CLAIMS

-4 Panels
* Restitutions Committee
* CIVS for MNR objects
it * UK Spoliation Advisory Panel
4 * Limbach Commission
) ’{' )1 ,f Settlement Through Negotiation
h \ Lol * Open communication and amicable discussion
| E;ﬁiéh' ! "{téﬂi * Describe circumstance of loss and international
L gk Ny Sy o principles
R T » Share all documents

Allaert van Everdingen (1621-1675), Coastal scene with an old lighthouse
- Sold under duress by Dr. Michael Berolzheimer in March Disadvantages of Litigation

1939 C .
* Conflict of laws
- Restituted by the British Museum to the Berolzheimer heirs ,
in 2014 * Attorney’s fees

* Unpredictable outcomes
* Emotionally draining
* Lengthy process




February 2023 Restitution of art works from the Brno collection of Johann Bloch

Kk HoF ATELIER %%@

Johann and Lisbeth Bloch in Brno, Czec
1903




The HCPO: Working together with the art trade

STAHL T g Provide assistance
- identifying heirs

* locating heirs

- establishing contact with heirs
* liaising with heirs

- guiding settlements




The HCPO: Working together with the museum community
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